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Dear National and Metropolis Board Members, Chapter Presidents and Members of the Greek Orthodox
Ladies Philoptochos Society,
Recently, National Philoptochos President Maria Logus, met a young soldier who had just returned from
overseas. After learning about his experiences, she inquired about the needs of active service members.
His response was immediate and simple – prepaid phone cards.
As Veterans Day and the holidays approach, we encourage all chapters and members to reach out to our
brave men and women who daily put themselves in harm’s way to preserve the liberties we hold so dear.
These men and women are far away from their loved ones ... their parents, their children, their spouses
and their sweethearts. They would like to say, "I miss you" to a parent, "Good Night" to a child, "I love
you" to a spouse or loved one. The question is how can we help them to fulfill those dreams?
The United Service Operation (USO) reports that prepaid phone cards to call home are the most requested
items. USO Operation Phone Home delivers pre-paid phone cards to deployed troops free of charge. To
participate in this worthy program and to make those much appreciated calls home possible, we urge you
to make generous donations to the Phone Home project online at:www.uso.org; via phone: (800) 9011501; or by mail: USO World Headquarters, PO Box 96860, Washington, DC 20090-6860 (with
Operation Phone Home, O.P.H. written in the memo).
Phone Cards can be purchased in increments of $25 and a special message can be included with each gift
card. Please inform us regarding your efforts (i.e., number of phone cards purchased and the amount of
your gift) by communicating with us at 4RTroops@philoptochos.org, so that we may share with our
members how many lives of service men and women we touched through your generosity. We hope to
continue with this program, not just up to or on Veteran’s Day, but through the festive holy days of
Christmas as well.
Because we are Philoptochos, we can do even more. Please consider expressing our gratitude to our
Veterans at this time of year. Some suggestions include:
With the assistance of Philoptochos members, Parish Sunday School Students, Youth, and
their families can make cards, prepare meals, or complete some other service project for
their local Veterans Administration Agency or VA Medical Center. Not only will their
efforts brighten the lives of these veterans and their families, but will instill in our youth
the true meaning of philanthropy.
Philoptochos Chapters or Individuals may also choose to support organizations like:
Fisher House Foundation (www.fisherhouse.org) – Fisher House builds homes on the
grounds of major military and VA Medical Centers that enable family members of the
military to stay in a home close to their loved ones at a most stressful time during
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hospitalization. Hope for the Warriors (www.hopeforthewarriors.org) - Provides a full
cycle of programs, which support individuals, military families, post 9-11 service
members, veterans, and families of the fallen at various points along their road to recovery,
helping them find a sense of wellbeing and a fulfilling life.
Our brave service men and women have made great sacrifices to serve our country and to protect all of us.
Let our service members, veterans, and their families know that we stand with them as they defend our
nation and the freedoms that we cherish. It is important to express to them our appreciation for their
sacrifice, that we care, and that we are eager to assist them in any way we can.

With love in Christ,

Maria Logus
President

Katherine Siavelis

Peggy M. Vranas

New Philanthropic Initiatives Co-Chairs
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