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“We had to celebrate and rejoice!”

<THE PRODIGAL SON:-
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“Let the little children come to me, and do not forbid them, for to such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” Mark 10:14
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Getting in trouble?

Can you think about a time you did
something really wrong? Maybe you thought
you would get in really big trouble for it.
Maybe you really felt sorry about it, and you
wished you hadn’t done it.

In today’s Gospel reading, we read the story of
the Prodigal Son. Remember, this young man
had done some wrong things too. His father
gave him lots of money, and this young man
took it and spent it all! And he didn’t just
spend it...he wasted it on all kinds of bad stuff. He was really living an aw-
ful life. But still, after all that time, he decided to go back home.

This young man felt sorry about the things he had done, and he wished he
hadn’t done them. He thought he would get in really big trouble for it. The
Gospel tells us that on the way back home, he was thinking about how he
was going to tell his father how sorry he was.

But what happened next? The father forgave his son, and he welcomed him
back with lots of joy.

Sometimes, you might do the wrong thing at home. Maybe your parents are
angry with you, and sometimes you might get in trouble. But they still love
you, and they want you to turn around and change. That’s the same way our
Lord is too. God always loves us, even when we do wrong things. And He is
always full of joy when we turn back to Him!
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Can you find these SZSTNIASUBXEETDM
words in the jumble? JAEEWXLGYCXVAOV
CKHTROUBLETTRYVC
DFCFRXGLXGBTLTZBD

BISHOP X TRDYALEKRTISEWZH
BROOKLYN WFUSWAPOSHEBOTY
CHURCHES NFHCTMFHYYFACTL
FORGIVE FYCCRNONARSNTIOQY
LEBANON MRLAZPYTREMOLMU
LOVE GVOQOKYEHHLETLNBAL
PRODIGAL SON PRTQODVYPRPZGO X
RAPHAEL TTINGOEOTUJHTLEKTP
SAINT NMOQTVMRETLVTILGND X
TROUBLE BSYNCBYBTFOQNPGY
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s WHat'S iN aN icoN?

e The saint on the right is Saint Raph-
| ael. Can you find the church he is
w holding?

: This shows that Saint Raphael
| helped build up the Orthodox
@ Church here in our own country.
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THE SAINT FROM BROOKLYN
SAINT RAPHAEL

Have you ever been to New York

City? Did you know we have an American
saint from Brooklyn?

St. Raphael was born in Lebanon, and when
he became a priest, the tsar in Russia sent him
to America to take care of the Orthodox here.
In 1904, St. Raphael became the very first per-
son to become a bishop in America.

As a bishop, St. Raphael
worked hard to serve the
Church. He started 30 Orthodox churches here! He
opened the cathedral in New York called St. Nicholas
Cathedral. He also helped start a monastery in Penn-
sylvania—St. Tikhon’s Monastery.

St. Raphael of Brooklyn

Now, when you travel throughout America, you can always find an
Orthodox church to visit. But when St. Raphael lived in this country,
that wasn’t true! He traveled all the way across the country and vis-
ited 30 different cities between New York and San Francisco, Califor-
nia. Many of the Orthodox people living in this country did not have a
church to go to. He baptized lots of people, married them, and served
Liturgy wherever he went.

We remember St. Raphael of Brooklyn because he did so much to start the
Orthodox Church here in America.

We celebrate St. Raphael on Wednesday, Feb. 27th (March 12th, OC).
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