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Holy Theotokos, pray for us! 

“Let the little children come to me, and do not forbid them, for to such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” Mark 10:14 
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What’s in our hearts?What’s in our hearts?What’s in our hearts?What’s in our hearts?    

Have you ever thought some-

thing mean about somebody, 
even if you didn’t say it out loud? When we 

think something mean or unkind, it almost 

sounds like we have said something mean 

too. 

In today’s Gospel reading, we hear about 

what happens after Jesus helps a sick man. 

Some of the important teachers heard Jesus talking. The Bible tells us 

they were “sitting there, questioning in their hearts.” They were thinking 

to themselves that Jesus was lying! They were thinking that Jesus was 

saying something He wasn’t! They were feeling these things in their 

hearts. 

But then the Gospel reads, “At once, Jesus knew that they were thinking 

these questions.” He talked to them. He showed them that He had great 

power from God. He told the sick man to get up, and he did! 

Lots of times, we might have mean thoughts about people. We might think it 

doesn’t matter, as long as we don’t say them out loud. But as our Lord tells us 

in the Bible today, our thoughts matter too! When we feel ourselves thinking 

something mean about somebody, we can say a quick prayer and ask God to 

help us. We can ask Him to help us be kind to others, out loud and in our 

hearts! 
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 What’s in an icon? 

WORD SEARCH
WORD SEARCH
WORD SEARCH
WORD SEARCH    

Can you find these 

words in the jumble? 
 

 

ANNUNCIATION 

ARCHANGEL 

GOOD NEWS 

GOOD THOUGHTS 

HEAL 

HEART 

REJOICE 

TEACHER 

THEOTOKOS 

J L F H S K L I N E L R M A T  

R E H C A E T G O C Y R E R O  

G J M C U Q O H I I W Z A C R  

N J I O H O E R T O K E K H C  

O A W Z D F K Y A J H E K A V  

T F C N S Y Y Z I E E I S N C  

X H E E J Y F D C R E W U G Q  

C W E X H I O Y N H E A L E B  

S G O O D T H O U G H T S L T  

I V E H T M F P N K B E Z Z N  

I A G R I O W M N X F D K J I  

L O V M J X K O A D G A G C N  

C Q G G M B T O Y I H F K O T  

K F E Y A C O Y S T S G L S S  

X U W Y N L Y A T O L C U X E 

This icon of the Annunciation comes 

from Ethiopia.  

Look at the eyes of the holy Theotokos. 

She hears how the Archangel Gabriel 

greets her. Does she look a little scared 

or confused? 
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We know that we can think bad 

thoughts, but we can also think good and 

holy ones too!  

Tomorrow is the great feast of the Annuncia-

tion, when we celebrate the good news that 

the angel told Mary. He told her that she 

would have a baby. But before that, he greeted 

Mary, and said, “Rejoice, O favored one, the 

Lord is with you! Blessed are you among 

women!”  

Nobody had ever greeted her like that before, and the Bible tells us 

that she was afraid when she heard it. She thought in her heart what 

it might mean. The angel meant that she was blessed because she was 

going to have baby Jesus, the Son of God. She was going to carry Him 

and take care of Him!  

Another time in the Bible, we read about how Mary, the Theotokos, kept 

things in her heart. Later on, we read about Jesus as a young boy, and 

how she found Him with the teachers in the Temple. The Bible says, 

“His mother treasured all these things in her heart.” 

The Theotokos knew that her Son was special, and she trusted God to 

make things clear someday. Let’s be like the holy Theotokos, and try to 

think wonderful things about our Lord, Jesus Christ. Let’s be like her, 

and not like the teachers in the Gospel today. 

We celebrate the Annunciation tomorrow, Mar. 25th (April 7th, OC). 

THE ANNUNCIATION 
WHAT DID THE THEOTOKOS HAVE IN HER HEART? 


