Saint Prokopios, pray for us!
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“Let the little children come to me, and do not forbid them, for to such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” Mark 10:14
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Follow me!

Have you ever been very busy at
something—maybe building something with
Legos, maybe writing a letter. Then, all of a sud-
den, your mother or father says, “It’s time for din- %%

stop what we’re doing and start something else.

But in today’s Gospel reading, we hear about how |
Christ called His first disciples. These men were
very busy, working as fishermen. Then, all of a
sudden, Jesus comes to them and says, “Follow
me!” It would have been hard to put down what they were doing. But they
did! The Bible says, “Immediately they left their nets and followed Him.”

Now let’s say you are doing something you really like to do. All of a sud-
den, you might have a good thought like, “I could read my Bible.” Or “I
could say my prayers.” Or “I could see if my parents need help with some-
thing.” Or “I could send money to people who need it.” Now you might go
right back to what you are doing. But you could try to be like the disci-
ples. “Immediately they left their nets and followed Him.”

God sometimes gives us these good ideas. When we think of these good
ideas, God is helping us follow Him! If we ignore these things, we can miss
a chance to do the right thing. Listen to these good ideas! Can you try to
stop what you’re doing sometimes and follow Him?
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| Saint Prokopios is special to
| many Orthodox Christians!

| This icon is from the church of
| Shen Prokopit (Saint Pro-
| kopios) in Tirana, Albania.
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SAINT PROKOPIOS
A SAINT FOR CHRISTIAN MARR[A@E

Have you ever been to a wedding
service at your church? If you listened very care-
fully (and you weren’t thinking ahead to the re-
ception), you might have heard the name of a
special saint we remember this week!

At the very end of the marriage service, we ask
for the prayers of Saint Prokopios. Do you know
him?

Sadly, Prokopios’s father died when the boy was
very young. His father was a Christian, but his mother, Theodosia,
worshipped idols. Theodosia brought her son to the Emperor Dio-
cletian, who was very cruel to Christians. Later, when Prokopios
wanted to be a Christian, Theodosia even told the emperor on her
son! She told the emperor Prokopios worshipped Christ!

The emperor had Prokopios hurt and tortured. Theodosia saw all
this, and she saw her son’s courage. She knew that his God must be
someone very special, if Prokopios was willing to die for Him! Then
Theodosia became a Christian too! Prokopios and Theodosia both fol-
lowed Christ to the end, and then got a new beginning with God in
heaven!

So why do we pray to Saint Prokopios at weddings? Because the new
husband and wife want to grow close to our Lord Jesus Christ too!
Saint Prokopios can help them struggle to heaven together!

We remember Saint Prokopios on Thursday, July 8th (OC: July 21st).
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